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EKTG 29th Spring Newsletter - May 2023


 
EKTG plays tribute to Lady Masham 
 
Lady Masham, a long term friend and supporter of EKTG the European Group for eTechnology (ektg4ehealth.org;) died at the age of 87. 

She was the longest serving female member of the House of Lords, a passionate disability campaigner and a medal-winning Paralympian.

She was engaged to David Cunliffe-Lister, when she sadly had a tragic Riding Accident but they continued their plans to marry which they did in 1959. 
David Cunliffe- Lister, Lord Masham (1937–2006), who became Earl of Swinton in 1972 and by this marriage, she became entitled to the honorifics Lady Masham, and, later, Countess of Swinton. She was created a life peer in the House of Lords in 1970 as the Baroness Masham of Ilton, of Masham in the North Riding of the County of York. 
 
In 1960, she took part in the Paralympian Games in Rome and won a gold medal in the 25metre breaststroke and in 1964 won another in the women's doubles table tennis in Tokyo. She won a further six silver medals and two bronze across both sports in the three games at which
she competed.
 
The Paralympics GB website described her as "one of Great Britain’s first ever Paralympic medallists" and "a pioneering athlete".
 
Lady Masham was created a life peer in 1970 and spent a total of 53 years in the House of Lords – more than any female peer in history and sat as an independent Cross Bencher.



She spent much of her life campaigning for disability rights and in 1974 founded the Spinal Injuries Association. For some time she was also a Vice President of the Professional Body for OT’s and Vice President of the Physiotherapists, a Vice President of the Snowdon Trust, founded by the Earl of Snowdon – which provides grants and scholarships for students with disabilities and a long list of other disability Organisations.
 
Lady Masham died peacefully in hospital in Northallerton on March 12, 2023. Her funeral took place on Friday, March 24. For years she demonstrated her willingness to talk to Ambassadors from many Nations, Professors, ordinary Practitioners, Senior Eminent people from around the world. Sue Masham made everybody feel welcome. She appeared just as happy talking to the Junior OT from some mid African Country as she was to Jackie Stewart, The Racing Driver!

Once when a Member of the EKTG Board, Maggie Ellis had arranged to meet her at the House of Lords, she and the other wheelchair users had come back to the building after a weekend to find the Carpet in one of the main Lords Corridors had been replaced. The new Carpet was so lush, it made movement of a wheelchair almost impossible and she had to be pushed round that day. After a major complaint some special spray treatment of the carpet resulted in an easier ride! 
Even New Carpet at the House of Lords could be improved by her support!

The last time Members of the EKTG and colleagues met Sue Masham was when we were holding an Event at the Cholmondley Room at the House of Lords, hosted by Richard Best in June 2023.

That happened on one of the days when the Public were not sure if it was a Strike Day or not.
In reality there was not a Strike, just trains were in the wrong places and trains delayed.
True to the Event Sue Masham, and a couple of other Northern determined people, made the Lords good time. As did our International Ambassadors from Spain and Germany. It was a lazy person from London E16 who told us it was impossible to travel!

During the Lords Event Sue Masham was her usual cheerful self, welcoming the visitors to her place of work, making sure that everybody in the room had an opportunity to discuss their topic of interest.

A Couple of Weeks before she died Sue emailed Maggie Ellis and told her she was not feeling well. There had not had been time to question the nature of that illness when sadly her adopted Daughter, Clare, emailed to report the sad news of her death.

Such is our loss now. Not only the Longest Serving Member of the House of Lords, but without doubt one of the Hardest Working people in the place. 

The EKTG International Ambassadors exchanged emails the day after Sue Masham died asking: 
How do we make sure that this Woman is really remembered?

How does EKTG replace her wonderful support?

All your views are most welcome.

Please reply to the EKTG Newsletter.


------------Congratulations from all of us at EKTG to Ai Lian Lim --------------------


Please join us in congratulating Ai Lian Lim DPS, OTR/L, the recipient of the seventh annual Jim Hinojosa distinguished alumni award. The award, named in honour of the late Dr. Jim Hinojosa's immense impact on the NYU Steinhardt department of occupational therapy and the entire OT field, recognises outstanding NYU OT alumni who make significant contributions to the profession.






--------------EKTG continuing professional development courses--------------------------------
  
EKTG is delighted to announce the great success of the EKTG continuing professional development courses which it ran in January 2023.
These coursed were run in collaboration with our International Ambassadors, from Europe and the USA and many of the Guest speakers
aimed at individuals working for Government, Professional Bodies, Industry, Users, Families and Carers.
--------------------------------------------------News----------------------------------------------------------------
  
Fit for 55 | Cyber Solidarity | Green transition
This week, a Plenary session is taking place in the European Parliament in Strasbourg. On Monday, MEPs will debate on the deforestation regulation
and on five laws part of the Fit for 55package, whereas on Wednesday they will vote on a directive on combating discrimination in the EU. From Monday
to Tuesday, the Council of Ministers will meet for an informal meeting on environment to discuss the green transition, while on Tuesday, the College of Commissioners is expected to present several initiatives: the Cyber Package, the Digital skills and education package and the Bank crisis management
and deposit insurance package

Read more
 
European Parliament
On Monday, MEPs will discuss monitoring, reporting and verification of greenhouse gas emissions from maritime transport, whereas on Tuesday, they will hold a policy debate on crypto-assets. On Wednesday, MEPs will debate on the International Criminal Court’s decision to issue an arrest warrant for
Russian President Vladimir Putin for the alleged war crimes of unlawfully deporting and transferring Ukrainian children to Russia.

Read more
 
European Commission
On Monday, Executive Vice-President Dombrovskis will participate in the 10th Recovery and Resilience Dialogue with the Committees on Budgets and Economic Affairs, while President von der Leyen will deliver a keynote speech at the conference “Agreement 25” marking 25 years after the signing of
the Good Friday (Belfast) Agreement on Wednesday. 

Read more
 
Council of the European Union
The informal meeting of environment ministers taking place from Tuesday to Wednesday will focus on cross-sectoral issues that are important for the
green transition. The meeting will also feature a study visit including test driving electric heavy goods and other electric vehicles. 

Read more

BMA says bringing in ACAS could end junior doctor strikes
The BMA is calling on the government to bring in the conciliation service ACAS to end the junior doctor strikes. BMA Chair of Council, Professor Philip Banfield, says there has been “constant refusal” from the health secretary to agree to further talks, and bringing in ACAS “provides the most realistic chance of a successful outcome to the negotiations

Read more

Hope for Alzheimer’s treatment within 20 years
A leading Alzheimer’s expert, Professor Julie Williams, says there could be a “range” of treatment options for Alzheimer’s by 2040. Since 2009, Williams'
team at Cardiff University has identified around 90 genes that significantly increase the risk of having the progressive condition, and this is paving the way for new therapeutic treatments, she says.

Read more
 
Diabetes cases top 5 million for first time
More than 5 million people in the UK are living with type 1 or type 2 diabetes, the highest number ever recorded. Diabetes UK is now urging the government to prioritise diabetes care by putting it at the heart of the Major Conditions Strategy. Chris Askew OBE, Chief Executive of Diabetes UK, said the crisis can be halted in its tracks with will power and the right policies from MPs and health leaders.

Read more
 
Universal cure for cancer unlikely, researchers say
Researchers conducting the TracerX study – which provides the most in-depth analysis of how cancers evolve and what causes them to spread – say tumours have an “almost infinite” ability to evolve and survive, and for this reason, a universal cure is unlikely. Efforts should instead be focused on prevention, early detection and early detection of relapse, the study’s authors say.

Read more
 
“Political failure” caused the NHS’ decline, report states
A lack of public spending and poor decisions from politicians rapidly accelerated the NHS’ decline between 2010 and 2020, according to a report by former Chief Executive of The King’s Fund Chris Ham. Mr Ham says a deepening of the crisis can be avoided if the next government adopts a long-term perspective and avoids “repeating the mistakes of the past decade”.

Read more

  
The Next EKTG Newsletter will include similar material. If you would like to suggest material
please email Maggie Ellis at EKTG.eTechnology@gmail.com 
___________________
If you want to know more about us you can download a document that outlines
the background and history of EKTG. 

Please Note: The EKTG for eTechnology is not responsible for content from third-party documents and web-sites.  
 












