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				Dear << Test First Name >>
  
Welcome to our 26th Newsletter - May 2022


Up Coming Events


We are continuing our Autumn Webinars Season and will offer  Winter Training Courses 
 
EKTG will run Three EKTG Webinars listed below in September:
1. ·September 14 at 13.00-14.15 Carers and Technology
1. ·September 21 at 13.00-14.15 Climate Change and Technology,
1. ·September 28 at 13.00-14.15 How do we achieve Equality in Technology?
The speakers will be announced near the webinar dates
 
Get further details from westsqas@mac.com;
______________________________________________
 
EKTG is planning a Series of Special Technology Courses starting in late October.
Three Courses one each for:
1. Government, Budget Holders, and Authorities
2. Industry
3. Professional Bodies and Academics
 
We plan the date for each Course with a final session for each Course asking Formal Questions to each set of Participants.
 
These courses will start 
1. ·October 26th 13.00-14.15
1. ·November 2nd 13.00-14.15
1. ·November 9th 13.00-14.15
 
Get further details from westsqas@mac.com
 
 
 
--------------------------------------Board------------------------------------------

EKTG is delighted to announce a new Members of the Board. 

Michael McHugh, Public Health Consultant, Directorate of Health, Adults and Communities. London Borough of Tower Hamlets.
Representing Somen Banerjee Public Health Tower Hamlets.
Experienced public health consultant with particular interest and expertise in public mental, health, healthcare commissioning, cancer and health inequalities. Previously worked for 15 years as a GP.
Extensive knowledge and experience of working across the NHS, local authority and wider partnerships
 

Nicolette (Nicky) Gavron – New Board Member


Nicky Gavron is a British politician who served as Deputy Mayor of London to Ken Livingstone from 2000 to 2003 and 2004 to 2008.

She was a member of the London Assembly from 2000 to 2021 and was the former Labour candidate for the 2004 Mayor of London elections.[1] Nicky served as chair of the London Assembly's Housing and Planning Committee, and is the current Deputy Chair of the Planning Committee. She also serves as the London Assembly Labour Group's lead spokesperson on planning matters. Nicky Gavron is a former member of the Safer London Committee and the Metropolitan Police Authority.

In 1967 she married the publishing tycoon Robert Gavron (later Lord Gavron), a widower with two children. They had two daughters together, Jessica, now a lawyer, and Sarah, a film director. They divorced in 1987. She is a major shareholder in the printing firm St Ives Plc and lives in Highgate, north London.

Nicky has been involved in many activities about Transport, the Environment and the Community.

She has encouraged EKTG to be involved in many activities.

Esra Kasapoglu, is Director of AI and Data Economy. Esra brings deep experience as an industrial leader, particularly focused on business transformation and innovation. She has a keen interest in the application of emerging technologies and hands on experience of digital transformation, most recently as Digital Strategy Advisor of Micros-of.  Her career, with grassroots in management consulting and technology, ranges from customer relationship management, developing new ways of working and business development to senior leadership. Esra has cross industry expertise and has worked across financial services, telecommunications, and transport and logistics industries for Big Four and multinationals across the globe.



---------------------------New Trustees EKTG Registered Charity------------------------------------

The new Trustees include:
1. Margaret Dangoor, fairly new EKTG MaIn Board Member, 
1. Richard Foggie, from KTN who has worked with us from the very beginning.
1. Graham Binns, an Ex Banker from the Bank of Ireland, who assets with another Registered Charity
1. Stephanie Correia, who until recently ran a large Mental Health Service connected to Guys Hospital. 
Stephanie Correia has kindly taken on being Secretary of this Group.
 
--------------------------------------EKTG International Ambassador------------------------------------


We are pleased to announce the our new EKTG International Ambassadors. 

Dirk Lukkien, MSc. is a senior researcher in data-driven care and artificial intelligence at Vilans (the Dutch expertise centre of long-term care) in the Netherlands. Also, he is an external PhD candidate on responsible AI innovation at Utrecht University (Copernicus Institute of Sustainable Development). Dirk is fascinated by people's continuous search for intelligent technologies that make our lives easier and could help to answer to growing challenges such as ageing societies and shrinking workforces. The rapid technological developments cause much enthusiasm but are simultaneously accompanied by warnings that technology may have unintended side effects and can harm people's lives and our social and economic systems. Dirk embraces the idea that both the enthusiasm and warnings are justified. Therefore, at Vilans, he supports long-term care organizations that explore how data and AI can be applied meaningfully and responsibly. From a national and connecting role, his team collects and disseminates insights about the practical, technical, change management and ethical opportunities and challenges in this area. In his PhD research, Dirk studies how both innovators and users account for the social desirability, ethical acceptability and sustainability of these AI-based innovations. 

Niko Männikkö, PhD, is Post-doctoral researcher at University of Oulu, Finland. He is also a Head of RDI at Oulu University of Applied Sciences, in the field of Social and Health Care. His passion is developing actionable projects to optimize healthy development of young people. Current projects include of explorations of issues surrounding people’s use of, and interactions via, screens (i.e., smartphones, laptops, consoles etc) and how these behaviors may be related to wellbeing.
 


--------------------------------------News------------------------------------------
  
Researchers Develop Highly Accurate Modelling Tool to Predict COVID-19 Risk

As new coronavirus variants emerge and quickly spread around the globe, both the public and policymakers are faced with a quandary: maintaining a semblance of normality, while also minimizing infections. While digital contact tracing apps offered promise, the adoption rate has been low, due in part to privacy concerns.
 
Read more
 
More than 100,000 Unknown Viruses have been Discovered Using a New Computer Tool

Viruses are the largest known group of biological agents. Now, an international team of scientists with the participation of the Institute for Plant Molecular and Cellular Biology (IBMCP), a joint centre of the Universitat Politècnica de València (UPV) and the Spanish National Research Council (CSIC), has taken an important step towards understanding their diversity.
 
Read more
 

Rising from the COVID 19 crisis: Policy responses in the long-term care sector

This brief from the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) looks at mortality rates in care homes, as well as the policy responses undertaken during the pandemic.
 
Read more
 
Guidelines for Age-Inclusive Communication

As part of the 'Changing the Narrative' campaign against ageism, some guidelines on how to avoid ageist narrative have been published. 

Read more
 
Election of EP President | Higher Education package |CoFoE Plenary

This week, MEPs will attend the Plenary Session and committee meetings. At the Strasburg Plenary, MEPs will elect their President, 14 Vice-Presidents and 5 Quaestors. AFET Committee and SEDE Subcommittee will discuss with EU Foreign Policy Chief Josep Borrell the ongoing crisis in Eastern Ukraine and along the Russia-Ukraine border. On Monday, a Memorial ceremony in the honour of European Parliament President David Maria Sassoli will take place. On Tuesday, Schinas will present the Higher education package at the College meeting, while von der Leyen will deliver a ‘State of the World’ Special Address at the World Economic Forum on Wednesday. The Presidency’s priorities in the area of agriculture and fisheries will be presented in the Agriculture and Fisheries Council.
 
Read more
 
European Parliament

MEPs will take in the Plenary Session this week. On Monday, a ceremony will be held to honour the memory of Parliament’s President David Sassoli. On Wednesday, MEPs will discuss with French President Emmanuel Macron the political strategy. They are also expected to endorse the provisional agreement on increasing the powers of the European Medicines Agency. On Thursday, Parliament will vote on its position on the Digital Services Act.

Read more
 
European Commission

 President Ursula von der Leyen will receive Mr Manfred Weber, Ms Iratxe García-Pérez and Mr Stéphane Séjourné, Chairs of the European People’s Party Group, the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats and the Renew Europe Groups in the European Parliament. On Thursday, Commissioner Kadri Simson will receive Mr German Galushchenko, Minister for Energy of Ukraine. On Friday, President Ursula von der Leyen will chair the meeting with the Advisory Panel on COVID-19, via videoconference.

Read more
 
Council of the European Union

The Agriculture and Fisheries Council will hold an exchange of views on the market situation with regard to agricultural products. On Tuesday, the Economic and Financial Affairs Council will exchange views on the state of play for the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF) and will prepare the upcoming meeting of G20 finance ministers and central bank governors.

Read more
 
  
Council of the European Union

The Agriculture and Fisheries Council will hold an exchange of views on the market situation with regard to agricultural products. On Tuesday, the Economic and Financial Affairs Council will exchange views on the state of play for the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF) and will prepare the upcoming meeting of G20 finance ministers and central bank governors
UK moves to grant Ofcom and Parliament sweeping online censorship powers
 
The Online Safety Bill is finally being introduced to Parliament and it seeks to make Ofcom the arbiter of online speech and activity in the UK.

Read More
 
Consequences of war | Supply crisis | EU Open Day

The European Parliament will discuss how to deal with the social and economic consequences for the EU of Russia’s war in Ukraine with the Council and Commission, and how to reinforce the EU’s capacity to act. On Tuesday, the College of Commissioners will discuss renewing strategic partnerships with outer regions, as well as European health data. Also on Tuesday, the Council will discuss EU's level of preparedness for a supply crisis in the context of the war. Finally, on Saturday institutions will take part in EU Open Day 2022 and recognise Europe Day ahead of its occasion on Monday 9 May.

 Read More
 
European Parliament

The plenary session in Strasbourg, MEPs will debate topics including the war in Ukraine, economic independence for women, artificial intelligence and the use of surveillance spyware. As the Conference on the Future of Europe approaches its conclusion, MEPs will assess its Plenary’s recommendations and the overall process in a debate on Tuesday afternoon. Also on Tuesday, MEPs are set to adopt their legislative proposal for a new European Electoral Act and will debate the latest events regarding democracy and fundamental rights in Hungary and Poland

Read More

European Commission

Commissioners will attend a college meeting in Strasbourg to discuss the renewed strategic partnership with outermost regions, as well as the European health data space. On Friday, Vice-President Šuica will attend the presentation of the Croatian Conference on the Future of Europe conclusions by the Croatian government in Zagreb. On Friday and Saturday, the Commission will hold the conference “Global Europe Seminar: Uncertain Future?!”, which will bring together leaders from politics, academia, business and culture to discuss trends and developments at European and global levels.

Read More

Council of the European Union

The Transport, Telecommunications and Energy Council will meet to discuss additional actions in terms of security of supply, gas transit and management of gas stocks in the context of the Ukraine crisis. On Tuesday, an informal videoconference meeting of economy and finance ministers will be held, focusing on economic recovery and the Recovery and Resilience Facility. Also on Tuesday, the Eurogroup will meet via videoconference to begin drafting a work plan for the banking union.

Read More 

Older people’s rights: civil society deplores the lack of involvement of States in adopting a UN convention 
 
Despite massive mobilisation from civil society for the 12th session of the United Nations Open-Ended Working Group on Ageing, governments showed little commitment towards the creation of an international legally binding instrument. However, some advancements marked this year’s edition. 


Read More

  
Time to turn words into actions! called AGE during United Nations’ discussions on ageing
 
We participated in the 12th session of the United Nations’ Open-Ended Working Group on Ageing, in which AGE members and partners from the civil society advocated for the adoption of a UN convention on the rights of older persons.
 
Read More
  
Solidarity between Generations: Older Ukrainians need our support
 
To mark this year’s European Day of Solidarity between Generations on 29 April, we organised an event to draw the attention of EU leaders to the situation of older Ukrainians, and the urgent need to support them in and outside Ukraine.

Read More
  
The EU Care Strategy is a chance to trigger rights-based change in long-term care systems
 
As a response to an EU consultation, AGE calls for a European Care Strategy that ensures accessible and quality care for all, better working conditions in formal long-term care and childcare, and support to informal carers
 
Read More
 
 
European Parliament will investigate EU response to COVID

The European Parliament has launched a new special committee that will draw lessons from the pandemic and better prepare the EU for future crisis. This echoes our joint call with ETUC following the dramatic situation faced by many older people in residential settings. 
 
Read More
 
 
Launch event of the CoR-JRC Pilot Action on Partnerships for Regional Innovation (PRI)


The European Commission and the European Committee of the Regions launch on the 17th of May the Pilot action on Partnerships for Regional Innovation. This initiative responds to the urgent call of the European Green Deal to address the unprecedented challenge posed by climate change and other societal challenges related to sustainability in ways that strengthen social and territorial cohesion.
 
 
 
 
  
The Next EKTG Newsletter will include similar material. If you would like to suggest material
please email Maggie Ellis at EKTG.eTechnology@gmail.com 
___________________
If you want to know more about us you can download a document that outlines
the background and history of EKTG. 

Please Note: The EKTG for eTechnology is not responsible for content from third-party documents and web-sites.  
 












